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LANSING AMAZED

At the Case of Mr. and Mrs. Horton—
,Their Frivnds Lost in Wonderment.

Qur represcutalive uumn} Mr. A, Horton,

Andy Horton ns he 1s onlled, nt
o no House, and Ihaswr.r:{afi::'uuf
ox o of his wite snd bimnelfl In opo

w0 luterent, Mony w mlnwan}.}un of
ng s um:fnl.u ting both Mr. Horton
s wile. He told the clroumstances us

L

foel thut anytbing 1 could doin (he In-
:muol Douan's Kidoey 1Pils would be Httie
rison with what they have
doue fur me. My wife bus had us a rosuit of
& severentlack of the grip whist the phy siclaus
who sttwnded ber pronounesd Rbenmatism
Hhir lust two yeurs
Sho bos bown alomost totally hviploss, No loss
then seven dinvrent doetors hnve treated her
witaoul delug hor uny apparent good wiuls
Bvers Mot of them gave ber up to die,and s
few moapihis uze ] Just about gave her np m-
sell. ‘Do beli what ohie by inken wonld haraiy
Belkevisl, nivd nothing secined 1o stay the
fsoune,  Bhe !Tl)l w0 weak 1 had o Jift hor up
In the bed and she cotthd only speslc above »
whispor. 1 rend awont Donn's Kidoey il
nnd gob i box at the dmi.' store of Cardner &
Roberisin, Bho tsok the box nnd sald she
must bnte mare, ns tho urine did not senld ns
bloto, nnd the paln la the bock and lungs
wab pone, wo 1 gol them and she hos now
bt alx boxes, und the reanlt of thelr vse
Bos 1 led us ol with jor.  Tntwo weelis foom
Mo (est dose she wos npandsroamd. 1 could
burdly belleve my eyos.  Her spirits have re-
trned and she s ul'll!:llli‘a' doing her own
Bousework, which slio has been unnble to do
for o year und a1 hulf.  But our expoerl
ence does not stop here, I omust tell yon
about mywell. About p yoarand a half ngo §
atratned wysell feom Deavy liling, und |
have sines been troubled with kidoey dis
onlirs, My symplomswero Lhose of dinhetes
1 wo s s pelied to pass urine from sixteen to
twenty thines m day, snd It eansed me 1o lose
my rest ut night as well, T suflered very
much from o paln peross my baek, which
alfected oo whether sitting or sandiog. 1
did nobimprove, slthough 1 triedeverything.
When iy wife bigan with Dokn's Kidney
Pilis L also started tinking them. 1 have used
five boxvaund 1 nm also cotirely enred ; urinn-
tion is nutorsl, back all right, and 1 am once
YioTe BE apry s n boy. I what you like
with My ntatemunt, for the good nows nbout
Daoan's Kidney Pilg onunol be spread any oo
fur v any oo quickly Inthe interest of suf-
ferime humanity, Credit shouold be placed
whepe fL b Justly due. Sinceo belng cared by the
piils 1 hnye nndergone s medienl and physis
cnl examination and have been proncunced

sound, 1 oweitto Doun's Kidpey Pllls."”
Donn's Kidney Pllls for s ale by all dealers—
iee G0 conts. Malled by Foster-Milbarn Co,,
En!hln. N. ¥ mlenqeul- for the U.8. Remeny

r the name, Doan's, and take no other,

Announcements for School Year 1896-7.

Teachers should carefully note the contents

of this clreulnr and preserve it for future use.
DATES OF EXAMINATIONS.

Regular, Corunnn, August 200k and 20st, 1504,

Speeial, Owosso, October 18th and loth, 156,

Regulor, Corunnn, March 23th and 20th. 1807,

Specinl, Owosso, June 17th nnd 17th, 1867,

All exmminstions will begin at 830 a. m,
L] timoe
Applionnts for third grades will write upon
iﬂmnphy. theory and art and school law the

rit hwif day: grammar, physiology and rosd
Ing the second calf doy: aritbmetle, penman-

p and history the third half dey aund clvil

ermmont and orthography the fourth half
ﬂi‘ Applicants for first and socond grades
will write upon geography, theory and srt and
school law the first hinll I.lll{: graud,mar, physl
ology, nlqnhra and rending the second hail day;
arithmetie, history and penmunship the whind
balf duy, and oivil government, physies and
ortography the fourth balf day,  Applicants for
fiest grides will write upon geomsgtry, general
history und botpny on Buturl.rny.

The above sehedule will be strictly lollowed.

HEQUIREMENTS,

For third rg‘uﬂu an avernge of seventy In
roguired, with not less than sixty-tive in wny
brunch: for second grade anaverago of sovenly-
five in required, with not less than sevonty in
any branch : for fimt grude anagerage of elghty.
fve i required with not less than elghty in any
e apotisasts: shall s legal a

pplicants shall use legnl cup pupor an
write with pen andink,

Applieanis for first and =evond grodes who
pass in part of the brunches may re-writoat tho
next examination in the remainder. After fall-
Ing in two consecutive examinations they must
re-write &T’L‘u l:lt'n:'u:aen.= .?”. llmn; for ‘iuinl
grades w n port of the branches must re-
write in all branches.

CAUTION: Specinl coertificntes will be grant-
ed only when legally qualified teachers canoot
beo secured. Persons who wish to tesch must
attend o oxamination.

0. L. BristoL, Comm|ssioner,
J. N, Copy, Examiner.
J. A. TROMPAON, Examiner,

Corunnn, Aug. 7, 1806,

F. EDWARDS & CO.-
Generel Reel Estate end Insuience Ageat

Will sall your Property,

Will rent your House or Farm,

Will look after your Tenants.

Will find Loans for your Money.

Will Insure your Bulldings,

Charges yery reasonable, Office with S
'« Bm.llll.

B. PETERSON,
TENTIST

VTITALIZEED AIR.
OFFICE~Over Dimmick's store, Washington

Street. REBIDENCE—Washington St., oppo
siteCongreguilonsl church,

Witniax M. Kinparricx,
LAWYER.
SOLICITOR IN CHANCERY

e AN [—

@eneral Insurance Aoent.
Offee in the Willlams Blook, Washingtonatroes
“wosso Mich

DENTIST.
0W0sso,

OMee over
KALAMAZOO STORE

Hours 8to12a. m,
4 b:a30

08, IRTHR S GO

PHYSICIAN & SURGEON, |

RESIDENCE, 400 SAQINAW 5T,,
Oftice, 211 N. Washington St,

OYER PARKILL & SON'S DRUG STORE,
DR. L. E. PHELPS,

Orrice: 114 N. Washington 8t. Orriox
Hours: 8 to 9 a. m. and 1 to

8 p m.
Resioexce: 656 N. Washington St,

Special Attention s Chronic Diseases,
Hamblin & Crawford,

REAL ESTATE.
“Business Chances, Conveyanciog, Fire Insur-
ance, Money to Loan, Notaries Public.

O 5¥hms |- 106 West Exchange St.

oOwosso, MICH,
R, ANNTS * H, H
i‘&ln- of Wosen Chilaren,

Bob McGregor.
(Continued from page 1.)
winbow overbend Ca'line singing her
flock nsloep with:

“Rirdoye ludy, cooner in de morninl

Birdeye lady, sooner in de mornin!

Birdeyo hsdy, don't you try ter stop me!

I'm gwine crway when ‘tls sen up in do

mornin1™ )

Tho sound became blurred, like the
light. In vain the listener tried to rise.
Her feet were leaden, ber hands weigh-
ed so she had no motion in them, yes
there were fine twitches flying moment-
ly throngh and through them, With a
Iaat glimmer of consoiousness gho olinch-
ed them upon the chair arms and tried
to lift herself to a standing posture
Cold sweat ran from her face, but there
was fire in each vein. Blind, stifled,
deathly faint, she could only propel her-
solf far enough from her seat to fall o
gaaping, twitohing heap upon the floor
beside it.

Aunt Phemy hobbled off muttering
nnder her breath. Assho passed through
the trim, green painted gate in the
white fence ghe half torned and Jooked
back st the woman she had left. She
even halted s though she would go
back, but after o second shook her head
and hobbled on, muttering move vigor-
ously thun ever, “Wait, Phemy," she
gnid hnlf nloud ns she came near the
gtore, “‘Don’t you go bulgin in dar
Mabby you ain't wanted, Time fer you
ter go in when dem whut is in comes
mt "

With that she moved to seat herself
upon & rempant log of the wood pile
pome flve feet from the door. But before
gho was down she caught a sound that
drew ber irresistibly to the small win-
dow around the corner, It was open as
to sash, bat bad thick wooden shutters,
now tightly barred. A minute Aunt
Phemy listened benenth it, then gave a

the door, ontside which she stopped to
guy to herself: “Kpock, Phemy, Ef
dee kills you fer it, you better had find

out ef dat ole Miss Annis or her ghost
in dar talkin wid Ben Topmoark. "’

Then she gave a thundering rap.
When the door was get cantiously njar,
she thrust her foot within and pushed
it wide, saying, with o sniff:

“"Pain't des nobody but me, Teddy
Barton. You needn’t ter be 'fraid. Why,
do lawsy, Murse Ben! How comn yon
yere in de sto' dis time er night#”’

“Oh, that you, Aunt Phemy? Come
in,”* Mr. Topmnrk said, stepping back

~ VAN R. POND,
Attorncy & Counscllor,

General law and chancery
practice in all courts.

Over M. L.Stewart & Co’s Bank

DR. EDGERTON T. WILSON
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON.

OFFI1CE—HRoom 7 Keeler Block.
RESIDENCE—22? River Streei,

OWOSSO, MICH.

DR.C. MCCORMICK
PHYSICIAN. SURGEON, ETE.

Special sttention glven to the treatment of
disease by means of El~crricity. Hboomatism,
Neuralgis, Lumbago, Scintion and s number of
hervous disesses readily yiold to this form of
treatment.

OfMoe and Resldence No, 290 East Exchange St
S OsSEC, - EICTEL

Guardian's Sale of Real Estate.

STATE OF MICHIGAN, CoUNTY oF BMHIA-

WARKER, A4,

In the mattor of the estate of Eva V. Warner,
o minor.

Notlge I8 hereby glven, That (o pursuance and
llly viftupe of an order granted to the under
signed, as guardian of the estato of =4id minor,
by the Hon. Matithew Bush, Judge of Probate
in and for s+#id County. on the fth day of Fobru-
ary, A, D 1807, there will be sold at publle ven-
due, to the highest bidder, at the front door of
the postofion In Burton 1o sald County. on Sat
urday the drd day of April, A. I 1867, at ten
o'cloek in the forenoon of sald day, all the right,
title and interest of mald minor in and to the
fallowing deseribed Innds and premises, situnt-
od ln the township of Falrtield, County of Shia-
waksen, Stnte of Michigan, towit: An undivid-
od ono-fifth Interest In the nefroc olnw
frao 34 of sec B, except 90 rods in n @ cornor;
aldp thee L ofse K ofnw (vl ¥ soe 3, and the
wost 18 aeres of thone § of seld see & all In
Ltown & north range | east

Witnras Q. Brivy,
Guardinn of the estate of sald minor,
Duted Fob, Sth, A, 1, 1897,

BE NEIGHBORLY.

We mean, of course, on your pext pleasure trip,
visit the nelghboring
Republic of Mexico,

No Sen Slckness on this trip,
Expenses (n sllver.

THE MEXIGAN GENTRAL RAILWAY

renched sll the lmportant points fn the Republic.
It is the Only Standard Guage Line

between the United Statem nand Clty of Mexloo
and has in dally service Pullman Bt{ﬂet Draw!
ing-room Sleeping Cars.

MEXICO 18 an all-year-round tourist reso
nnd J;uumlnn Tlnkutg:r!m 'n utnimuh":ur ITum m:ty'

on any day of the r, carryin,

stop-over privileges in Mexico wumﬂnu llgltf
For rates and further Information, address

H. KING, Gen’'l Western Agent,
249 So. Clark Street, CHICAGU, TLL.

‘Cheap ratos.

OWOSSO TIME CARD,
TRAINS SOUTH,
mam:.ﬁ m., arrives in

Jmom.'& 4 m.
SRS e R e R

TRAINS NORTH

lt%% 110w u."'a'ﬁp:?c:i:& w Hl’

m;&u&m Tid5p. m,,

leaves Juckson 10:80

nom, 1300 p, m.
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smothered enort and hobbled back to
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n poace. Thero was a seattling 6r 1o
bebind Bim, Two figures moved to th
rtore front, whieh lay almest in derk-
uens. But Aunt Phemy had soem enomgh
—n bonk nose nearly meeting o shuvp
chin, o pair of beady eyes and a thatoh
of course gray bhair surmounting u tall
figuro that wore o womni’s garb, albeit
there was nothing womauly in the face.
8he bnd seen, too, a handsome, sullen
girl, black browed, red lipped, tall and
voluptuously rounded, moviug at the
old woman's eJbow and evidently trying
to keep in her shadow. Bat ihere was
no hiut of such secing in her face ns she
mnde known her wants, nor did she
more than check ber bobble, when, up-
on passing outside into the big road,
#ho saw, forther, o lunk, bullet beaded
fellow mitting n horse as lank as himself
and holding the reina of two others
which wore sidesaddles.

But when tho outer dusk had swal-
lowed her so far thut she could move
unobserved by the man, who wae evi-
dently on guard, ehe put down her stick
and parcel, took off her white tarban,
muffled herself by flinging her black
gkirt over her head and crept noiselessly
back to stand beneath the window, lis-
tening, listening, to the talk within,

She caught only fragments. Most
times the voices were too low, But now
and again they were raised as in anger
or exultation. The girl gaid little, The
old woman was indeed the chief spealk-
er throoghout the conclave. ““Yes, I de
want all thut belongs ter me, an mo'—
ef I kin git it,"" the black woman heard
her say clearly. She heard, too, a sniff
from Mr. Topmark, though she conld
not eatch his answer. Then the girl
gaid in the slow, drawling speech that
is tho charaoteristio of the poor whites:

“Q-00! Shurks, Aun’ Nan! Jest ask
that thar ma-an ef he'll pay money, ns
we kin tote erway. Gord kno-ows I
don’t want no land, I ain't fit ter
wu-urk it, an you kvow ’'Noch woon't
wuo-urk nothin''—

“No! You onghter not work; that's a
fac’, Miss—Miss'"'—

““Magnolyer Tubbs! I snid her namo
out plain, ' the old woman interrapted
as Mr. Topmark hesitated. Aunt Phe-
my starfed a little at the words and
muttered under her breath : “*Huh! Dat
gal kin er yourn, den. You wus Tubbs
yourse'f. An you br'er Bill he took an
married one er dem gals er ole man
Picking®, an nll dee went off ter de freo
gtates. Wonner how come she yeref
"Tain't fer no good, I'm boand. Wish
deo'd tallk up lond gome mo’. I like ter
fine out whut meanness Ben Topmark
is up ter now, right ot de las".""

Then n ghiver vanover her. Hor teoth
oven chattered o bit, She muflied her-
self closor and slipped away, noiscless
a8 o shadow, unseen ns o spirit of the
air,

Inside the talk was now carried on
in whispers, The man with the horses
yawned, nodded, swore, then sottled
himself well forward in the saddle and
glept comfortably, with long drawn,
resonnding snores

It was 11 o'clock and o white moon
high in heaven before he was disturbed,
The women came around the house,
with Mr. Topmark in their wake, Mra

A ey 0o

Aunt Fhemy tistened beneath i,
Aunnis stepped upon the poreh withoot
help, but as Magnolia set foot vpon it
Mr. Topmark osoght both her plump
arms and gave ber an upward impulse,

grinning as he did it. The girl turned
and gave him a slow, comprehending
stare, but slid a little away from him
toward the glonching sleeper.

““Wake up, 'Noah, elss the ba-a-ars'll
comoe an git you,'' she said, shaking
him roughly. Before he was well awake
ghe had monnted and was galloping
awny. Thers was along, open level
just after tho road crossed the creek.
For all its moonlit distance the store.
keepor's oyes followed the girl, Tohim-
self be was saying: “‘She’s er handful,
ef I mistake not, an er beauty certain
an shore. The whole thing is mighty
temptin, but thar's rigks, too, an Ben
Topmark ain't the man not ter look be-
fore he leaps.”’

CHAPTER 1L

“Dyin! Da good Lo’d Exmighty! Mist'
Barton, you ain't tellin me dat for trufe
erbout po’ Miss Lonizy Topmuark!"” Luce
Allen, the black gossip and market
woman of Whalnut Oreck, said next
morning, soon after sunrise, upon the
porch of the store, Teddy stood frouzy,
but alert, bohind the counter, his oyes
red and heavy, his whole frame tremu-
lous with the news he had to tell. Early
a8 it was, there were throo other ons-
tomers within bearing, To them more
than to Luce horself he said, nodding
between each two words by way of em-

phasis:
The doctor, ho's done said he
cain't do nothin for her. She must er

had er fit; was well a8 nnybody las’
night, but when ole Mr. Topmark went
:tp th:;‘:;r themhoﬂuﬂa her all

or an less, jest bar'ly
breathin, Of co’se ho sent for the doe-

as lfe,'" he said; then, with n
enigger, **I oughter not say it at sech er
time, bnt Joo's dead ef it don't console
Mrs, Winfold er heap fer her grief ter
kpow that now she can seo ull that's in-
side Louizy's horenu drawers. "

““8-h-h! Hero comea Miss Alice," one
of the white customers sald as Luoce
smothered o giggle. The store’s back
door stood wide, saud through it he had
#een My, Topmark’s niees, the daugh- 4
ter of hisn widowed sister, walking
across the gross, with her handkerchief
to her eyes Sho was a plump, pale
girl, with big, appoaling eyes, who had
no olaim to besuty, though she was
never less than good looking, She bad
soft, fine hair, thick and of a pale flax-,
en brown. The eye color matebed it ex-
notly, nud there was a tone of the same
nncoloredness in the thiok, smooth skin,
Her hunds wora soft and small, bot had
fingers that forgot to taper. If her fig-
ure was full of soft curves, it lacked the
grace of pHant mation.

Everybiody liked her, she was 80 neat
and smooth and had sach a way of
stroking you right, Her mother, Mrs.
Winfold, bad a tongoe and temper of
her own, but her daughter was the
oream of aminbility. As such sho was
first in the neighborhood's heart, cape-
oinlly the fominine and elderly masou-
line part of it,  So thero was respectful
sympathy in all eyes when she said be-
tweoen sobs:

“8he's—gone! Poor, poor, dear, good
Aunt Louizy! Ob, what shall we—do—
without her? Oh, Mi. Barton—I can
hardly—think—bot—TUncle Ben says—
will you plesse send for—Colonel Tal-
bot? Homebody must—sce nfter things
—and poor uncle is so heartbroken''—

“I'I eend rvight off,” Teddy began
briskly, though there was a choke in his
throat, Glancing up the road, be hur-
ried on: **Ohb, no need tor send. Thar's
Jaok novd, #n he'll do better'n the colo-
nol "

“It vvus s0 kind of him to come,"’
Miss Winfold said, wiping her cyes,
Thoere waus o gleam of satisfaction at 1 he
bottom of them, Perhups that was v Ly
gbe held them  decorouslv | downoust,
while n tull, slim young fellow crossed
the poroh, hastily clusped ber hand and
said huskily:

“1 soo it is troe—the ill news wo
heard, Father bade mne como at once.
Tell woy plenrs, is there anything we—

tor nnybody can do for poor Mr, Top-
mark "

“You can Jo everything, '’ Miss Win-
fold said, her sobs breaking out afresh,
**Do come to the honse and see poor un-
ole. Oh, it is 8o terrible! To think only
yestorddy poor Aunt Lonizy''—

Juck’s eyes grew dim. Hoe came of a
strain too brave not to bo tender, His
father, Colonel Talbot of Luray planta-
tion, the rich man of Walnut Creck be-
fore the war, had come home from the
fighting with only life and honor, As
bravely ns he had iought he tried to
face tho new conditious, but for that be
had not strength. Debt bad piled on
dobt. He must have been swamped but
for his son Jack, who gave over all
thought of college and at 17 took upon
himself the management of affairs. That
wus eight years back. Now Luray was
full of prosperdus thrift, very nearly
the model place it had been under the
old regime.

It lay upland from Topmark's and
adjacent to it. Mrs. Winfold's littlo
farm, which her brother managed along
with his own, eat sungly in the angle
of the two wider holdings. The Win-
folds were indeed the vearest women
neighbors of Mrs, Talbot, a gentle, nar-
row, motherly woman, good and sweet
to the core, yot full of small, spiny, so-
oial projudices, They wore not those of
cnste, elso she would mever have toler-
ated the Winfolds. Old Mr. Topmark
had been an overseer wuntil, anfter the
fashion of his sort, ho invested his sav-
ings in negroes and set up for himself,
Ho mado o hard, driving master, and
even after the logs of his slaves had a
pretiy penny in band when ho eame to
die. DBut the lute unlamonted Winfold
made n holiday job of spending his
wife's share of it. Then be had the good
taste to dio and Joave his wife and two
danghters to Mr. Topmark's cave,

Very excellent core it was, The most
captions admitted so much. Infact, this
ecare for his helpless kinfolk covered,
with Mrs. Talbot and her like, s multi-
tude of commercial sins, It was unlike-
Jy, they thought and said, that Benja-
min Topmark would so look out for peo-
ple completely at his mercy if ho were
the hord, griping, unscrupulons man
common report made him out to be
Mrz, Winfold herself so incessantly
voiced her gratitude and thanks for all
hor meroies that even her near friends
conld not help but laugh over big Matt
Taylor's saying:

“'When Mrs, Winfold says her pra'ers,
why, the Lord he ain’t nowhar's at all
compa-ared ter ber brother. '’

Walnut ereek, you sce, ran through
a middle Tennesseo county where at the
ern of this chronicle the old social order
was breaking and the new was not yet
firmly established, For the most part its
indwellers onme of Virginia or Oaroli-
na stock, nnd among the uppermost of
them there wos n potent belief in blood
and broeding. There was, too, the fine
courtexy ovolved by the old conditions,
a sort of obligation of nobility to be
kindly considerate of those less well
placed in life. Inmocent herself of social
wiles ns she was froe of social guile, it
never cocurrod to Mre, Talbot thdt any
ulterior purpose lay bnek of M. Win-
fold's words or aotions, not even when
that lady said, as she go often did:

“Poar Alice! Ef only she did hava o
trother ter take ber about ter pluces! I
can’t go ter purties nn things, an even

ef I could you know it wouldn't look
woll with no man along. Brother is
jost ns good aa gold;-but he has got so
muoh on his bands of co’se we don’t
expoct it of him. But nobody cain’t be
;almg but ovce. Really, Mrs. Talbot,
don't envy nobody, least of all you,

podded. “You bét they'ro har, sarge !
sudden

-
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ally fesponded. Than before the nexe
neighborhood merrymaking she set her
gentle wits to work so successfully that
Miss Winfold appeared at it under her
own chaperonage und with Jack's es
cort, Thus people had got so in tho way
of seeing the two together it was re-
garded as settled that they would make
a match as soon as the Talbot debts
were paid to the last cont,  Jack wonld
not need to wait for making a home
when thers wus the Winfold place ach-
ing for s master.

Everybody, almost, agreed that it
would bo a mighty fine thing. Jack was
easily the best chunce, as Alice was the
finest girl in the conntryside, They
seemed made fdr each other indeed, and
then the properties fitted so woll. But
here or thero a dissident shook the head
and looked wise,

““Alice Winfold—yes, sho is n fino
girl,"" they said. ““The fellow that gets
her'll bo Jucky, but bis pame won't bo
Jack Talbot. You may depend it won't,
not by a jugfal, unless, that is, gomo-
Lody comes along to earry off that wild
girl, Rob MeGregor. "’

80 there was a craning of necks upon
the store porch when a slim erenture,
gitting us light as thistle down, came
galloping nlong the eresk way and halt-
ed at the hig front gate which led into
the Topmark lawn., The girl wora o
clenn waist of faded print, a rusty black
riding skirt and a big rough straw hat.
Her bands wers baro nnd tanned a ber-
ry brown, 8o was her lower face, yet
the tan but served to uccent its vivid
charm of soarlet lips and dark, liquid
eyes and mobile witohery o®elfin smiles.

Bending lithely from , the saddle, she
unliatched the gate, drew it open and
wheelod her horse through it, closing it
sofily after her. One of the men on the
porch had stepped forward, but she
waved him back with a smiling nod.
The smile died ns she get her horse to-
ward the house. Her face grow gravely
sympathetie. Bho checked her mare to
n slow amble, and at tho smart green
gato slipped noisclessly down and made
her way to the piazza.

As she set foot on it Jack Talbot came
through the hall door, his face shaken,
his eyes o blurred and misty the sun-
ghinewas dim to him. Bat ho knew the
girl at the threshold and canght her
hand in o warm clasp, saying o little
unsteadily :

“I am glad you have come, Rob,
thongh none of uscan do any mare than
to ghow respect and sympathy. '

““Oh, Mrs. Topmark cannot be dead.
Why, only yesterday I saw her—with
the children—driving—and they were |
0 well and hoppy,’”" Roh said, ber
voice, too, breaking from its eoft, vi-
brant cadenoce, the quick color paling in
her olive checks. Bho was as dark as
Juck was golden fair, and, though she
was mord than common tall amopg
wonmnsnkind, be stood a good head
higher,

*Oh, howdy, Rob? So good of you to
come. But—but how did you hear of—
of onr gr-en-nt t-t-troub-le?’ Mrs. Win-
fold said, darting ont wpon the porch,
with Anuvio in her arms. **Bad news al-
ways travels fust," sho went on,  “Oh,
do all you, our frien’s, pray fer us! Ef
yon don’t, nn the Lord doun't hear, [
know it’ll kill brother—yes, jost kill
him—Ilosin that sweet, dear woman,
withont no waruin at all."*

She was a sbronken woman, with a
flattish, commouplace face and o voico
that had a rasping tang, though now
gho tried to make it subdued and full
of grief. Her cyes wero deep sct, sharp
and restlese. Inrpite of grief and worry
they took ecqual wote of the fact that
Juck bnd beld Rob's band much longer
than conrtesy required, and that Rob,
the reprehensible, now out of her rusty |
riding skirt, had on a ealico frock
bought from the store full two years
back. Evidently sho had come to them
just aa the ill news found heyr, 8he was
80 different from dear Alice, who in the
face of calamity had the forethonght to
make herself neatly smart in roffled
pink lawn,

“Mammy Liza told me. Aunt Phe-
my brought her word," Rob said sim-
ply. ‘‘And pappy bade mecome at onee.
Ever sgince his own trouble, you know,
his first thought is to try and help’’'—

"“Yes, I kmow—but nothin——onin't
be done," Mre Winfold said, with a
gueh of ready tears. Her emotions lny
shallow. Bho conld cry almost when
she had the mind. But neither of her
companions suspected that; their own
eyon sympathetically overflowed. With-
ont a word Jack strode awnsy, mounted
and galloped off. Rob stood breathing
hard and wishing bhersoll well at homa.
Before sho conld put the wish in sction
Alice eame out to them, fell upon Rob's
neck and wept a decorous v ‘nute, then
took her hand and said: Do come up
stairs to the poor children, Iob. You
have such a way with thew, an
are cryin fit to brenk their
honrts, "

“Yes, an tako Anunie along ter the
Jthers,”” Mre. Winfold strook in, put-
ting a little, hot hand in Rob's. At the
tonoh of it Rob stooped and kissed the
child. Then as the littlo one nestled
ber she lifted the small

they
little

to the bright, airy room that had beey
the pride of the dead woman's lieart,
As she set Annie upon the floor Luley
gove her a prim greeting, but baby Jiy.
uey checked her wailing and held qp
her arms.
““Tell us "bout de bears an de bu.ad
boys, Miss Wob,"' she whined, toddling
to Rob's knee as she sat down in the
chair Ca’line drew forward., All chil-
dren loved Rob. Aside from her bright
kindliness she knew aud told them the
most astonishivg variety of nuorsery
tales and rhymes. Yery soon tho thres
girls had forgotten everything in a
breathless following of the fortunes of
Br'er Rabbit and Ole Lady Goose,
"“"What made Miss Mary Goose be.
lieve all Mr. Rabbit’s yarns?'' Luley
asked, drawing o long breath as the
story came to an end.

"o a0 L

-

“'Opse sho wus' er gal, an gals de

mos’ all de time foalish,"'" a sharp voien
gaid from the door, As Rob started
slightly Aunt Phemy camo through it
and bent at her side, saying quite in
her ear:

““Ohile, yon better had git outer dis.™

“Yes, I must be going,” Rob said,
putting Jinney out of her arms. The
child began to ory aguin, but Aunt Phe
my burried Rob away. At tho stair foot
Mrs. Winfold met them and said with
o snivel:

**Come an look nt—the remains. Poor
Louizy! Sbe's jest as patural as Jife,”

Rob shrank o little, but followed her
inside the durkened chamber to the pres

But she icaved him back,
ence of something white and atill and
straight. As they stopped besido it Mrs.
Winfold said with a fresh gush of toars:

**Sea! Bhe's in her weddin dress. She
always said sho wanted ter be buried in
it unless sho lived ter sce Luley married
in her veil. The buryin’s ter be at 6 er-
clock this evenin, An, ol, Rob, woon't
you pieaso bring some of your white ten
roso buds ter put in her poor hands ap
her hair? Bhe wore 'em when she was
married, an thero ain't a single bloom
on her bushes ner on ours,**

**Iwill bring all I have gladly,”" Rob
gaid low and tremulonely as she tarned
toward the open doar. Bomething beside
it caught ber eye and filled her with
nameless horror. Aunt Phemy stood out-
gide, her hand over her eyes, her face
drawn anil twitching, ber whole. bent
framo shaken as by o tempest of sobhs.

[TO BE CONTINUED, ] ake
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Yeats....

For more than twenty years
we have been telling how
Scott’s Emulsion overcomes the
mmdt&m:
puts on flesh, nourishes and
builds up the body, making it
the remedy for all wasting di.
seases of adults and children,
but it isn’t possible for us to

tell the story in a mere stick=

telling in éasy words how and

good time to send for it.
SCOTT & BOWNE, Mew York,
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holding it to her broast, followpd
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